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ORIGIN EA-14 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 ISO-OO SS-20 NSC-07 CIAE-00 INR-11 

NSAE-00 RSC-01 L-03 SP-03 COA-02 DLOS-07 SCI-06 IO-14 
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EA/VN:RH WENZEL 
EA/LC:LMRIVES 

042920 

P R 052345Z SEP 74 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY SAIGON PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY PHNOM PENH PRIORITY 
INFO AMEMBASSY PARIS 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 195226 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PBOR, PFOR, ENRG, VS, CB, ID 

SUBJECT: GVN/GKR DISPUTE OVER OFFSHORE OIL DRILLING 

REFS: A. PHNOM PENH 11839; B. SAIGON 1 1589; C. SAIGON 
11637 

1. DEPARTMENT APPRECIATES REFTEL C AND EMBASSY'S INITIA- 
TIVE IN RAISING THE PROBLEM WITH BAC. WE CONCUR ENTIRELY 
WITH POINTS MADE BY CHARGE' TO BAC. USE OR THREAT OF FORCE 
COULD WELL AFFECT ADVERSELY PROSPECTS OF ASSISTANCE CUR- 
RENTLY BEING CONSIDERED BY CONGRESS. 

2. FOR PHNOM PENH: REQUEST YOU ALSO INFORM GKR THAT WHIFF. 
USG HAS NO POSITION ON THE MERITS OF THE CLAIMS. IT IS 
AWARE THAT THE AREA IN OPERATION IS CONTESTED. THEREFORE, 

WE WOULD HOPE THE GKR WILL NOT PRESS OIL EXPLORATIONS IN 
THE DISPUTED AREA UNTIL THE TWO GOVERNMENTS HAVE CHANCE TO 
CONDUCT BILATERAL NEGOTIATIONS TO ATTEMPT TO RESOLVE THEIR 
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